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Cheiridiidae H. J. Hansen (Arachnida:

Pseudoscorpiones), a new family for the fauna of

Bulgaria

Boyan P. PETROV

The pseudocoscorpion family Cheiridiidae comprises about 70 species

(Harvey, 1990). Members of the family are distributed in the lands of the Old and

the New World. Only two genera, Apocheiridium J. Chamberlin and

Cheiridiam Menge with one species each are known to occur in Europe. Because

of the small size, representatives of the family are frequently overlooked by

collectors of terrestrial arthropods and thus are rarely reported in

pseudoscorpion papers.

In adjacent to Bulgaria countries, Apocheiridium ferum (E. Simon) was
reported from Romania (Diimitrksco & Orghidan, 1964), Cheiridium museorum
(Leach) from the former Yugoslavia (CurCic, 1974), Romania (Harvey, 1990) and

Greece (Pavesii, 1876). For the fauna of Bulgaria, Beron (1996) reported that

Cheiridiidae occurs in the country. In fact, there are no published records of

this occurrence (Petrov, 1997). In his work on the rich pseudoscorpion

collection stored in the National Museum of Natural History (Sofia), Beron (in

lift.) have identified among his samples Apocheiridium ferum from Kresna

gorge (SW Bulgaria). Lately, he has never published officially this species for

Bulgaria.

Due to recent reorganization in the Museum's collections I was not able to

study the specimens collected by Dr. P. Beron, nor found other samples

containing Cheiridiidae species. During my research trips in Bulgaria, in 1999

I collected representatives of both genera represented in Eui'ope. The material

is deposited in the arachnological collection of the National Museum of

Natural History (Sofia). Collection's number is indicated in square brackets.

Measures were taken under binoculare light microscope with magnification of

87,5 X.
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Figs. 1. Distribution of Apocheiridium ferum and Cheiridium museorum in Biilgaria

Apocheindium ferum (E. Simon)

Material examined: SWBulgaria, 3 km from Kalimantzi towards Goleshevo,

Distr. Petrich, alt. 600m, under bark of Platanus orientalis, 6.06.1999, B. Petrov,

B. Barov leg., 3 cfcf, 9 $$, 1 tritonymph [NMNH-732].

Other locality: SWBulgaria, Gorna Breznitza, Distr. Blagoevgi'ad, alt. 420 m,

under bark of Platanus orientalis, 30. 04. 1971, P. Beron leg. et det., 3 specimens

[NMNH-221], (not seen).

Specimens from the first locality were collected under the bark of a single

oriental plane together with Cliernes similis (Beier). All measured characters did

not show significant deviations from the measui'es and ratios pointed by Bhiek

(1963) and Hi;ia'i:i<si:n (1966) although specimens from central Eui'ope are a bit

larger in size.

Measures of 3 cf c/" and 9 $ 9 (in millimeters): Cephalothorax length 0.328-

0.342 (cf), 0.342-0.371 ($), 0.314 (tritonymph); Pedipalps: Trochanter length 0.143

{rf\ 0.143-0.157 (9), 0.128 (tritonymph); breadth 0.1-0.117 (cf), 0.114-0.117 ($),

0.09 (tritonymph); Femur length 0,285-0.314 (cf), 0.299-0.328 ($), 0.257

(tritonymph); breadth 0.06-0.07 (rj), 0.06-0.07 ($), 0.057 (tritonymph), mean ratio

4.6 (cf), 4.8 (9); Tibia length 0.228 (cT), 0.242-0.271 ($), 0.2 (tritonymph); breadth

0.09 {rj), 0.09 (9), 0.07 (tritonymph); mean ratio 2.5 (cf). 2.9 (§); Chelal palm
breadth 0.109-0.117 (ci), 0.114-0.128 (9), 0.1 (tritonymph); length 0.214-.0.228
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(Cf), 0.228-0.242 ($), 0.214 (tritonymph); Chelal finger length 0.185-0.2 (cf), 0.185-

0.214 (9), 0.185 (tritonymph).

Cheiridtutn museorum (Leach)

Material examined: N Bulgaria, Ribaritza, Distr. Teteven, Central Stara

planina mountain, alt. 800 m, in dried straw in cattle-shed, 4.07.1999, B. Petrov,

K. Russkov leg., 4 ^o\ 3 $9 [NMNH-745]; N Bulgaria, Pisanetz, Distr. Russe,

Natui'al park "RussenW Lom", alt. 140 m, karstic niche Golyamata peshtera,

under dried dung and sand, 3.10.1999, B. Petrov, N. Simov leg., 2 c^cf, 1 9
[NMNH-794].

In the first locality were also collected Chelifer ^ancroides (Linnaeus),

Cherries hahni L. Koch. The same microhabitat of the second locality were

inhabited also by DipLotemnus insolitas Chamberlin and Chernes similis (Beier).

Measures correspond with those pointed by Beier (1963) and Helversen (1966).

Measures of 6 cfcS and 4 9 9 (in millimeters): Cephalothorax length 0.342-

0.385 (cf), 0.342-0.399 (9); Pedipalps: Trochanter length 0.143-0.157 (cf), 0.150-

0.157 (9); breadth 0.114 (O^), 0.114 (9); Femur length 0,371-0.406 (cT), 0.371-0.399

(9); breadth 0.07-0.08 (cf), 0.07-0.09 (9); mean ratio 5.2 (o'), 4.8 (9); Tibia length

0.271-0.285 icj), 0.271-0.299 (9); breadth 0.1-0.114 (cf), 0.1 (9); mean ratio 2.6

(O"). 2.9 (9); Chelal palm breadth 0.143 (cf), 0.143 (9); length 0.257-0.285 (cf),

0.271-0.285 (9); Chelal fmger length 0.2-0.228 (o'), 0.214-242 (9).
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